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\vrote Sir Henry, " many a bitter letter, which indeed
tried me, and so perplexed my most dear wife as she
fell most grievously sick upon the same, and in that
sickness remained once in a trance above fifty-two
hours; upon whose recovery I sent her into England,
where she lived till my coming over."

The Lord Deputy followed his wife in eight or
nine months. In October, 1567, as he said, " I pro-
cured my revocation, being tired in body with my
long and most painful travail, but more wearied in
mind with the sharp and bitter letters which I almost
weekly received out of England by the procurement
of the Earl of Ormond."

Notwithstanding his weariness and chagrin, Sir
Henry made a brave show when he reached Hamp-
ton Court one November morning, with about two
hundred noblemen and gentlemen in his train.
Chief among these was the Earl of Desmond, who
came to state his case against the Earl of Ormond,
in the hope of winning some favour from the Queen ;
and with him were several other Irish leaders and
their attendants, anxious, as Sir Henry declared, to
behold with their own eyes "the high majesty of our
sacred sovereign." That " high majesty/* according
to contemporary gossip, was looking out of a window
wten the quaintly attired company arrived. Asking
what it meant, she was told that it was Sir Henry-
Sidney's party. " Ay, that it well may be/* she ex-
claimed, " for he hath two of the best offices in
England."

The visitors had crossed over at their own ex-
pense, and seeing that Sir Henry had had to